US 20020165546A1

12y Patent Application Publication (i) Pub. No.: US 2002/0165546 Al

a9 United States

Goble et al.

43) Pub. Date: Nov. 7, 2002

(54) APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
ATTACHING A GRAFT LIGAMENT TO A
BONE

(76) Inventors: E. Marlowe Goble, Alta, WY (US); T.
Wade Fallin, Hyde Park, UT (US);
Kenneth J. Gardner, Smithfield, UT
(Us)

Correspondence Address:
Pandiscio & Pandiscio

470 Totten Pond Road
Waltham, MA 02451-1914 (US)

(21) Appl. No.: 09/837,594

(22) Filed: Apr. 18, 2001

Publication Classification
(51) Int. CL7 oo A61B 17/58
(52) US. Cli ooiccceiececrsceccrieeieeisenncnnens 606/72

(57) ABSTRACT

Anovel fixation system for fixing a graft ligament in a bone
tunnel. The fixation system comprises an interference screw
comprising a body having a distal end and a proximal end,
screw threads extending longitudinally along the body, and
a transversely-extending region formed in the body for
receiving a transverse pin therein, whereby to securely lock
the interference screw, and hence the graft ligament, to the
bone. In accordance with a further feature of the present
invention, there is provided a method for attaching a graft
ligament to a bone, the method comprising the steps of: (i)
drilling a tunnel in the bone; (ii) positioning the graft
ligament in the bone tunnel; (iii) placing an interference
screw in the bone tunnel so as to force the graft ligament
laterally against the opposite side of the bone tunnel; and (iv)
advancing a transverse pin transversely through the bone
and through the interference screw so as to securely lock the
interference screw, and hence the graft ligament, to the bone.
The present invention can also be applied to attach other
objects to bone, e.g., a bone fragment to bone.
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