US 20030040797A1

12y Patent Application Publication (i) Pub. No.: US 2003/0040797 Al

a9 United States

Fallin et al.

43) Pub. Date: Feb. 27, 2003

(54) PROSTHESIS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
A POSTERIOR ELEMENT OF A VERTEBRA

(76) Inventors: T. Wade Fallin, Hyde Park, UT (US);
E. Marlowe Goble, Alta, WY (US);
Robert W. Hoy, Logan, UT (US)

Correspondence Address:
Mark J. Pandiscio
Pandiscio & Pandiscio
470 Totten Pond Road
Waltham, MA 02154 (US)
(21) Appl. No.: 10/196,716

(22) Filed:

Jul. 16, 2002

Related U.S. Application Data

(63) Continuation of application No. 09/797,309, filed on
Mar. 1, 2001, now Pat. No. 6,419,703.

Publication Classification

(51) Int. CL7 oo AG61F 2/44
(52) US.CL oo 623/17.11
(57) ABSTRACT

A prosthetic replacement for a posterior element of a ver-
tebra comprising portions that replace the natural lamina and
the four natural facets. The prosthetic replacement may also
include portions that replace one or more of the natural
spinous process and the two natural transverse processes. If
desired, the prosthesis replacement may also replace the
natural pedicles. A method for replacing a posterior element
of a vertebra is also provided.
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